
St. Theodore’s Cemetery Committee - Laporte 
 

April 29, 2021 
 

 
1.  In Attendance 
Fr. Tony, Dennis Fisher, Ken Nelson, Kevin Warne and Roger Rudbeck. Guest present: Jerry Fisher. 
 
After the Opening Prayer, Jerry Fisher who mows St. Lawrence cemetery, Guthrie made his request to the 
committee whether he can receive burial plots for his services in place of the compensation he normally 
receives and if his family could gather firewood from the un-used portion of the cemetery.  
 
After some discussion Jerry and the entire committee agreed not to go forward with this proposal but continue 
with Jerry’s current compensation. The committee accepted that Fisher family might gather firewood from the 
fallen trees. But any trees were to be cut down, they must first notify the committee.  
 
As the guest left the meeting, the members proceeded with the Agenda of the day. The minutes of the previous 
meeting was approved after making the corrections of typos. 
 
2.   Reports 
2.1 Treasurer’s Report 
Roger Rudbeck shared the treasury report with the committee. St. Theodore’s savings account is now closed 
and its balance is transferred to the checking account. 
 
2.2 Report from St. Lawrence Cemetery, Guthrie 
Dennis Fisher reported that the cemetery grounds needs a little clean-up. The clean-up will take place before 
Memorial weekend. The grass will also be cut. 
 
2.3 St. Report from St. Theodore’s Cemetery, Laporte 
Kevin’s reported that on 3/31/21 he contacted John Fallgren who organizes ‘Wreaths for the Veterans’ and 
had placed wreaths in St. Theodore’s Cemetery from Veteran’s Day to early April. It was remarked that since 
our cemeteries are private cemeteries, every cemetery program needs to be coordinated through parish office 
and Cemetery Committee. Besides we have a decoration policy in place; and we would like them to follow the 
same decoration guidelines that our parishioners are required to follow. That is to say all decorations are to be 
placed beginning Memorial Day weekend and must be removed by September 30th. A letter to this effect will 
be sent to John by the parish office. 
 
Kevin informed that he had been contacted by some people about flag flying protocol in our cemetery. The 
overall consensus was to continue our current flag practices from Memorial Day to Labor Day.  
 
The parish office had sent a letter to Steve Elfering in regards to the removal of the planter that has been 
cemented into the ground and the artificial plant that has been tightly wired into the planter. There has been 
no response to the letter to report at this time.  
 
Carolyn Mertins had made a request to place a grave marker for her father Jimmy J. Cermak this spring. 
 
2.4   Presentation of Cemetery Financial Statement 
Fr. Tony presented the Financial Statement of both the cemeteries from July 2020 - March 2021. It was 
suggested that the parishioners be requested to use Memorial Day weekend Cemetery Envelope in order to 
support the maintenance of our cemeteries.  
 
 



 
3. New Business 
 
3.1 Perpetual Care Money Invested with Diocesan Bank 
Part of the cemetery perpetual care funds ($11,000) are now invested in our Diocesan bank called: Catholic 
Community Fund (CCF) for better interest. Interest will be applied twice a year. Rest of the perpetual care 
funds, which are now in CD with the First National Bank North, Walker will be transferred to Diocesan bank 
when they mature in May 2022. 
 
3.2 Covid Safety Protocol for Funerals and Graveside Services 
The present Covid protocols do not have any capacity limits for church services provided a 6-foot distance 
between individuals or families can be maintained. However, social gatherings in the church for a funeral, 
baptism, confirmation etc. remain limited. Though we will conduct funeral services in the Church, the 
Hospitality Committee is exploring other options to serve food for these events. 
 
3.3 Plans for St. Theodore’s Cemetery Cleaning 
It was proposed that we will do the cleaning of St. Theodore’s Cemetery and church grounds on Saturday, May 
22 beginning at 8:30am. Coffee and donuts will be served. 
 

3.4 St. Lawrence Cemetery, Guthrie Clean-up 
Jerry Fisher and his sons well be orchestrating a clean-up of the cemetery grounds before Memorial weekend. 
The grass will also be cut. It was suggested that the old gate of the cemetery be removed. 
 
3.5 Bids Received for Mowing St. Theodore’s Cemetery 
Chris Duff and Ken Nelson offered bids for mowing the cemetery and church grounds. On the basis of price, 
Ken Nelson was awarded this year’s mowing. The grass would be cut every two weeks unless otherwise directed 
by the chairperson. The suggested mowing period is: from Memorial Day weekend to Labor Day weekend. 
 
3.6 Cemetery Newsletter 2021 
Committee members were asked for their suggestions to create an effective Cemetery Newsletter. Kevin 
proposed a layout change for this year’s Newsletter. He will send the materials electronically to the parish 
office. The newsletter will be mailed a week before the Memorial Day. 
 
3.7 Summer Decoration Removal Date 
The committee decided to clean the unremoved decorations from the grave site on October 15th at 9:00 am. 
All unclaimed decorations from previous years will be permanently removed from the storage area of the 
Cemetery. 
 
3.8 Committee Term Extensions 
Roger, Dennis, Kevin who are completing their terms in July were requested whether they would like to accept 
another two years of service on the committee. We are grateful to all the three of them for their willingness to 
serve another term. 
 
4. Next Meeting:  
Scheduled for Thursday, October 28, 2021 at 2:30 PM 
 
Notes provided by: 
Kevin Warne 

 


